
	 	
	 	

529 College Savings & ABLE 1Q 2018 529 Data Highlights 

 
13.5 Million Families Invest $321 Billion in 529 Plans  

 
March 2018 Quarterly 529 Market Sizing Data 

- 13.5 million accounts invested $321 billion in assets in 529 savings and prepaid plans  
- 12.4 million accounts invested $297 billion in assets in 529 savings plans  
- 1.1 million accounts invested $24 billion in assets in 529 prepaid plans  

- 20,653 accounts invested $98.6 million in assets in ABLE (529A) accounts 
 
December 2017 Quarterly 529 Market Sizing Data 

- 13.4 million accounts invested $319 billion in assets in 529 savings and prepaid plans  
- 12.3 million accounts invested $294 billion in assets in 529 savings plans  
- 1.1 million accounts invested $25 billion in assets in 529 prepaid plans  

- 17,314 accounts invested $72.0 million in assets in ABLE (529A) accounts 
 
Net Flows (contributions minus withdrawals): 

- Estimated 529 savings plan net inflows were $4.0 billion in 1Q 2018 compared to net 
inflows of $3.2 billion in 1Q 2017, which aligns with steady demand for 529s and more 
parents successfully using 529s for their intended purpose of qualified higher education 
expenses (tuition, books and room & board). 

 

 
 
From an industry asset level and account perspective, 529 saving plans continue to reach year-
over-year highs. Therefore investor interest in 529 college savings plans and saving for education 
in an efficient manner in terms of tax, financial aid and estate planning continues to rise, and 
especially as part of year-end tax planning and college financial planning. 
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Top 10 529 Savings Plans by 1Q 2018 Assets 

 
Source: Strategic Insight 
 
 
 Top 5 529 Savings Plan Program Managers by 1Q 2018 Assets 

 
Source: Strategic Insight 

 

 Strategic Insight  

For more than 25 years, Strategic Insight has been at the forefront of thorough, unbiased mutual fund industry 
research and business intelligence. We provide our variety of products and services to a range of clients, 
including executives from more than 200 investment management and insurance companies, distributors, 
investment banks, hedge funds, consultants and law firms. Strategic Insight’s parent company, Asset 
International, delivers critical, cutting edge data, research and marketing programs to mutual fund companies, 
banks, asset managers and insurance companies worldwide. The company has offices in New York, Boston, 
Hong Kong, London, Melbourne and Stamford, CT. For additional information, visit www.SIonline.com.  
 
For information on any 529 College Savings or ABLE related products, please e-mail  
paul.curley@strategic-i.com or call 617-399-5621. Copyright © 2017 by Strategic Insight. All rights reserved. 


